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Dec. 8: In response to extensive press reports that individuals arrested for having participated in
the Nov. 27 coup attempt had suffered mistreatment and torture during detention, the Chamber
of Deputies appointed a special commission to investigate the health and living conditions of the
detainees, the majority of whom are being held at the Tiuna fort in the Defense Ministry complex.
Defense Minister Ivan Jimenez rejected charges that those implicated in the coup have been
subject to torture or mistreatment. Jimenez indicated that arrest and trial had been ordered for a
total of 240 people 183 members of the military, including 40 who remain in exile in Peru, and 57
civilians. Jimenez said other members of the military detained on or since Nov. 27 will be released.
Under the state of emergency declared in response to the coup, the government suspended the
right to freedom from arrest without a warrant. Among the civilians scheduled to face a summary
military trial are former industry minister Manuel Quijada and attorney Jose Antonio Cova, both
outspoken critics of the Perez government who have repeatedly called for his resignation. Previous
Defense Ministry reports indicated that 120 military officers and about 900 troops were detained
following the attempted coup. The Venezuelan Human Rights Action and Education Program
(Programa Venezolana de Educacion Accion en Derechos Humanos, PROVEA) has reported that
235 civilians have been detained, 178 of whom are being held at secret police (DISIP) headquarters,
47 at military installations and 10 by the police. Dec. 10: Communications and Transportation
Minister Fernando Martinez Mottola announced that Douglas Bravo, leader of the Tercer Camino
organization and former leader of the Communist Party of Venezuela and Revolutionary Left
Movement rebel groups in the 1960s, was arrested Dec. 9 by DISIP on charges of participating in
organization of the Nov. 27 coup attempt. According to Martinez Mottola, Bravo was arrested in
an apartment where security forces found weapons and coup-related propaganda. Dec. 11: Radio
Rumbos reporters announced that the government had closed down the private radio station
for a seven-day period on charges that the station was involved in "inciting rebellion" and "civil
disobedience" during the Nov. 27 coup attempt. During the military uprising, Radio Rumbos was
searched by DISIP forces, and the station was forced to suspend broadcasting for about 24 hours.
The extended suspension was condemned by the International Radio Broadcasting Association,
the Latin American Radio Broadcasting Society (SOLAR) and Venezuelan media organizations.
Dec. 12: An editorial in daily newspaper Diario de Caracas said government agencies are among
the leading clients of private advertising agency Brisay. In the wake of the Nov. 27 coup attempt,
Brisay published several paid advertisements accusing prominent government critics of criminal
and conspiratorial actions. Among those listed in the Brisay advertisements were former president
Rafael Caldera, author Arturo Uslar Pietri, Attorney General Ramon Escovar and journalist Jose
Vicente Rangel. According to the editorial, a search of Brisay premises by judicial authorities
turned up evidence of possible participation in fraudulent practices in connection with the Dec.
6 municipal and gubernatorial elections (see related story in this issue of NotiSur). Dec. 13: The
leaders of the failed coup refused to cooperate in the trial procedure by special military courts. The
military officers argued that the special courts are unconstitutional because the country is not at
war, the only circumstance which constitutes legal grounds for summary trials. Lawyers for the
coup leaders and a number of human rights organizations have requested that the Supreme Court
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annul the summary trials. A Transportation and Communication Ministry communique indicated
that Radio Rumbos would be permitted to resume broadcasting, on orders from President Perez.
Rear Adm. Hernan Gruber, one of the accused coup leaders, conditioned his cooperation in the
summary trial proceedings on government clarification of the events of Nov. 27. In particular,
Gruber called for a public explanation regarding the rebels' taking of the state-run television station.
According to Gruber, the coup leaders had prepared a video showing him and other coup leaders
in full military dress presenting themselves as a new government junta which would replace the
Perez government. However, in its stead, two different videos were broadcast that day. One video
contained declarations by Feb. 4 coup leader Lt. Col. Hugo Chavez. In the other video, two supposed
rebels called on the population to take to the streets and support the uprising. The negative image
of the coup leaders generated by the second video was partially credited with the lack of popular
support for the Nov. 27 coup attempt. Gruber asked for clarification of whether replacement of the
planned video was a "counter-coup" carried out by other rebel military members or a government
ploy aimed at derailing the coup. Defense Secretary Ivan Jimenez had previously indicated that the
government knew in advance of plans for the coup. Dec. 15: Interior Minister Luis Pinerua issued
a letter to newly-elected president of the Bar Association (Colegio de Abogados) Ramon Duque
Corredor, assuring him the government would respect constitutional rights for due process of the
civilians and military implicated in the failed coup attempt. (Sources: Chinese news service Xinhua,
12/07/92; Notimex, 12/08/92; Spanish news service EFE, 12/08/92, 12/10-13/92, 12/15/92; Agence
France-Presse, 12/08-11/92, 12/13-15/92)
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